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Ao Criticism Directed toward Baghdash

1. Source reports that the diectatorial policy which Khalid Daghdash econtimally
has followed and his irmoral conduct haw at last resulted in a series of
internal clashes which have led to a split in the Commmist Partyis high
cormand, ‘

2. Although-Baghdash's actions have long been the subject of inmumershle ’
unfavorable private discussions among Party leaders (particularly Artin ladoyan,
Farajallgh Ili1u, and Ratif Khuri), they were prevented from openly opposing
hin because of the Party's severe discipline, the obedience of its merbors
to Central Cormittes decisions, and, most important of all, because these
leaders feared either being separated or dismissed from ths Party, since’
Baghdash is very popular with the overwhelming majority of Party merbers.

3. Despitc the fact that Baghdash kmew that his bohavior was repugnant to
Commmnist Party leaders, he overlooked their displeasurs, fearing that any
action taken by him apainst them night cause diswity among the ranks,
for whichy ineovitebly, he would be held responsible,

Bo Differences between Khalid Daghdash and Artin Nadoyan

Le For three years lMadoyan and Baghdash have carried on a silent war during which
Baghdash tried to replace lladoyan, IHowever, circunstances were not propitious
because Iladoyan ‘is highly experienced in Party affairs and is one of its
original founders. Furthermore, lladoyan enjoys the sympathy of the Soviet
Commmmist Pardy Command and is ons of the favored leafers in Commmist and
workers! circles; his nmany persecutions, sovers testsyand Imprisonnents have
never weaskened or affected his fanatical attachment to Party idsologies
and principles.
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The whole affair reached a climax vhen Baghdash wend to Beirut in
October 1948 and developed such a close friendship with Gerabed Pashabezian
that he spent most of his time in the Pashsbezian hones

Suspicious of this friendship, ladoyan assigned his apgents to conduct
surveillance on Baghdash which disclosed that the latter was in ldve with
Paghabezian's wife, larie Pashsbezian, with whom he was caught in "flagrante
delictoo® This Increased lladoyan's hatred of the Party's Secretary General
and convinced him that such action on Baghdash's part necessitated his trial,

liadoyan®s activity intensified Baghdash's anger and resentuont toward hinm

and provided Baghdash with an opportunity to carry out his three-year old
plan of replacing ladoyan. liadoyan, consequently,was ordered transforred to
Danmascus, ostensibly in the Party's higher intercsts, but actuslly to .
ensble Baghdash to carry on uncbserved his love affair with llarie Pashabézian,
source stateso Pashabezian was appointed by Baghdash to replace liadoyans

liadoyan complied with Command orders and woent to Damascuse Hovever, he
protested to the Contral Cormittee that he was unsble to live amay from his
fanily in Deirut and that he regarded the Party!s order ss despotic and shorn
of all Party intorest, and asked that his case be reconsidered, Farajallah
Hilu also tried to have ladoyants case discussed at Central Cormittes neotings,
but Baghdash and the majority of the merbers rofused to discuss ite

After waiting’twb months and a half without receiving favorable é.ction on
his complaint, ladoyan ceased his Party activities, Baghdash; who rogarded -
this action as rebellim.z against Command orders and a violation of Party laws,

decision to Separate lladoyan from the Party and to place him undepr
surveillance. . ;

FIEN

At 3 neebing held in Antelias on 12 February, instructions were issued to-the
Commmist sections, justifying the Gommand's’action against ladoyan and
stating thatg if lladoyan interfered with the Party decision, he rmst be
accused of violating Party prinsiples and doctrines, .

Co Differcnces between Khalid Baghdash and Ra'if Khurd

The internal troubles of the Party did not end with the separation from it
of Artin ladoyan, and a new incidant arose botwmen Mmlidegaghdash and
Ra'if Kuri. The Coninforn was greatly painod at the failure of the
demonstration in front of the UNESCO building, and of the demonstration
for the release of Ilustafa 'Aris and his comrades, and sent a lebter to the
Lobancse Party, reproaching it for failing to carry out the derwnstretions
successfully, The Cominform demanded that investipations be initiated and
punisiment neted out to those responsible for these failures, ‘Baghdash
regarded the Party!s Beirut local comittes as rosponsible and, without
the Imowledge of those outside the Cormand, ordered the dissolution of the
local igsomittee and referred some of its morbers to the Party's punitive -
couneils, : ' ‘ T
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12, Source states that Party merbers wonder why Baghdash and his close
associates carried out this sction, and this measure has split the’
Command into two campss one side; headed by Baghdash, Nigola Shawi., :
ustafa 'Aris and Hasan Quraytin, sanctions severe diseiplinary measures,
while the other side, headed by Ra'if Kimri and supportoed by such
intellectuals as Illichel Baddureh, Qadri Qallaji, Wasfi Banna, Farajallah
Milu, Yusuf Khattar [iilu, lurshid Saliba, and others, opposes such

diseclplinary action,

13, Although the conflict between Baghdash and lladoyan has remained within
the Command, it is fearcd that the differences between Baghdash and
Ratif Khuri may become knowm cutside the Commmist Party, in view of
Khrits closensss to the Séviet legation and the fact that he is a Iebanose=

while Baghdash is a Syrian,

1. Despite lustafa 'Arists stand alongeide Baghdash in such matters, the
Party Command, at a recent mecting, discussed the question of fArists
denial, during his trial before the Court of Justice, that hehad
kmowledge of the demonstration, and his clain that, thereforey he was
not guilty. The Commend regarded iAris's evasion of Party responsibilities
25X1X6 as a retreat, and alsc as a wealmess of prineiple, and issued hin a reprimand,

15, This source states that the Soviet ILegation has intervened directly to
heal the breach in the Commmist Party,and has confirmed the genoral facts
reported in the preceding ‘paregraphs, including the line-up against
Baghdash and the affair of larie Pashshezian,

16, Source states that Qadri Qaltaji had already ritten fifty pages of
violent attackon Baghdash and his faction, which he intended ¢o publigh,
but source believed it possible that the Soviets could now prevent ite

17 Source’s opinion is that Ratif Khuri will prove too tough an adversary
for Baghdash, who, he feels,is showing signs of elipping and will gradually
lose his contml‘over the Party,

25x1A6a M Comment. Qalatji's feud with Baghdash has beem reported
' ¥o be the result of an atterpt by Baphdash to seduce Qalatjits wife or
smbero-

¢ 25X1X6
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